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PRACTICE AREA > LABOR & EMPLOYMENT

CAROLANN CERVETTI BULLOCK
Shareholder
Tel: 602.440.4828
cbullock@rcalaw.com

Extensive Experience, Exceptional Service is what Ryley Carlock &  
Applewhite is best known for.

The firm’s labor and employment attorneys offer strategic counsel to 
help corporations navigate this important area of the law. According to 
Chambers USA, Ryley Carlock & Applewhite’s (RC&A) clients and com-
petitors described the firm’s labor and employment team as “technically 
accomplished, incredibly bright, trustworthy and deserving of a place on 
the ‘dream team.’”  

As one of Arizona’s oldest and most respected law firms, we work 
with labor and employment clients in our own backyard and around the 
world, representing corporations including Bank of America, Diebold, 
State Farm Auto Insurance, Intel, Charles Schwab and Phelps Dodge.
Our clients turn to RC&A for assistance in the following areas:
➤ Proactive Counseling—From providing training to managers to  

ensuring compliance with federal, state and local labor and  
employment laws, RC&A works with our clients to create a proactive 
approach to handling employment relations objectives.

➤ Collective Bargaining and Union Relations—With experience in  
collective bargaining and union relation strategies, our attorneys  
serve as lead negotiators and principal architects to help resolve  
these kinds of issues.

➤ Arbitration and Litigation—As strong advocates of pre-dispute  
arbitration agreements, our goal, if appropriate, is to help clients 
resolve disputes without going to court. However, when litigation is  
necessary, our attorneys provide aggressive representation.

➤ Non-Compete and Confidentiality Agreements—Working jointly 
with our firm’s business and intellectual property attorneys, we ensure 
that our clients have the proper agreements and polices in place to 
protect their interests and investments.

➤ Employee Benefits—Our team helps our clients comply with laws  
relating to the administration of employee benefit plans. We also  
have experience in arbitration and litigation concerning employee 
benefit claims and other disputes. 
Our labor and employment attorneys are committed to our  

clients’ success and have successfully represented employers in  
precedent setting cases as well as in more routine issues. RC&A is  
located at One North Central Avenue, Suite 1200, Phoenix, AZ 85004. 
For more information, visit www.rcalaw.com or contact  
Carolann Bullock at 602.440 .4828.

RC&A ATTORNEYS HELP EMPLOYERS  
RESOLVE CHALLENGES AND CREATE VALUE

PRACTICE AREA > PATENT LAW

ROBERT PLOTKIN, ESQ.
www.rplotkin.com
rplotkin@rplotkin.com

To grow and protect your business, you need a  

gap-free patent strategy. A patent gap is any lack of  

protection that can hurt your business, such as the absence of a patent on  

a technology that is critical to your next-generation product line, thereby 

making that technology freely available for your competitors to use.

Although every patent must be treated as unique because every invention 

is unique, computer patents require special attention to avoid creating 

gaps in protection. Each patent in the portfolio must be crafted with an 

understanding of how the invention relates to competing technologies 

that exist today and might exist tomorrow, to avoid obtaining patents 

that are obsolete by the time they are granted. The portfolio as a whole 

must be managed to track both the direction of your business and its  

relationship to your competitors, to make the portfolio useful both  

offensively and defensively.

Robert Plotkin, P.C. creates patent portfolios for its clients from the 

ground up to avoid creating gaps in the first place. We also analyze  

existing patent portfolios to identify and fill the gaps in them. Gaps in a 

patent portfolio are like cracks in a dam; filling them sooner rather than 

later is both more effective and less costly. Furthermore, some patent 

gaps must be filled quickly to avoid missing deadlines imposed by law.

Visit our web site at www.rplotkin.com/patentsgaps.shtml for a  

more detailed discussion of how Robert Plotkin, P.C. can help you  

to identify and plug the gaps in your computer patent portfolio.

FILLING THE GAPS IN YOUR  
COMPUTER PATENT PORTFOLIO

ROBERT PLOTKIN, P.C.
SPEC IAL IZ ING  IN  COMPUTER  PATENTS
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Practice Area > Litigation

The Willenken Firm is a 13-lawyer litigation trial firm in Los 
Angeles, California with a special emphasis on intellectual 
property litigation. Its client list includes Fortune 500 companies 
(BP, Shell, Hilton Hotels, Sears, Starbucks, T-Mobile, Sempra 
Energy, Avis Budget Group, Southern California Edison Com-
pany and FedEx), fast growing technology companies (Oversee.
net, Internet Specialties West, BroadSpire), and Pacific Rim 
technology companies (AU Optronics, BenQ, Foxconn, Excel-
stor). The Firm’s lawyers have tried over 120 cases to verdict or 
judgment. We have also litigated appeals in jurisdictions across 
the country, including the U.S. Supreme Court and the Federal  
Circuit Court of Appeal.

The Willenken Firm’s success has resulted from its adherence  
to two bedrock principles: Results and value. The Firm under-
stands that losing is not a viable option for our clients, but  
victory at all cost is no victory at all.

The Firm’s recent engagements by technology companies in-
clude the following: 
➤ Complete victory in a trademark lawsuit after a two week 

trial on behalf of Internet Specialties West, one of the fastest 
growing technology companies in North America (as ranked 
by Deloitte & Touche).

➤ Currently co-defense counsel for the world’s 3rd largest TFT-
LCD panel maker in an international cartel criminal investi-
gation and over 130 related civil antitrust class actions.

➤ Currently representing Sempra Energy, Southern California 
Gas Company and San Diego Gas and Electric in a patent 
dispute concerning a portfolio of twenty-five patents.

➤ Currently representing Oversee.net, another Fast 500 firm, 
in intellectual property matters ranging from trademark to 
domain name disputes.

Willenken Wilson Loh & Lieb LLP
707 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 3850

Los Angeles, CA 90017
Tel: 213.955.9240 Fax: 213.955.9250

www.willenken.com

The Willenken Firm’s Success = 
Results and Value

HOW IS A FIRM SELECTED AS A 
GO-TO LAW FIRM®?
We gathered data on each company’s primary law 
firms first by surveys sent to General Counsel at 
each of the technology companies and second 
through research in various key databases such 
as ALM Research Online, Litigation Monitor™, 
LIVEDGAR®, Westlaw®, USPTO (United States 
Patent and Trademark Office), and others.   

Criteria for selection as a Go-To Law Firm 
were: (1) law firms that were named as a “primary law firm” by a General Counsel at 
a leading technology company in response to our survey [defined on the survey as 
“the firms that are on the company’s preferred list; the ‘go-to law firms’ for a specific 
practice area; firms that handled the most important cases in the previous year; firms 
used most often; and/or firms with the most billings”]; or (2) firms that were either 
utilized multiple times in a practice area since 2006 and/or counseled the client with 
respect to a significant transaction.

Data included in this guide is as of February 2008. Please note that companies may 
have responded with additional data after the submission due date. This data will be 
included in upcoming publications, if applicable, such as In-House Law Departments at 
the Top 500 Companies. Additionally, although the research group made every effort to 
provide accurate data, we assume no responsibility for errors in the data.

Go-to law firms / company represented

Willenken Wilson Loh & Lieb LLP
LITIGATION • Au Optronics Corp.
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